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Body 


Donald John Trump was sworn in Friday as the 45th president of the United States, promising to "rebuild our 
country and restore its promise for all of our people" in a barbed inaugural address in which he positioned himself 
as the champion of average citizens ignored by political elites. 


Sticking to the nationalistic themes and the harsh tone of his unscripted campaign speeches, the Republican 
businessman and entertainer signalled a sharp turn in both substance and style from the eight-year tenure of 
Democrat Barack Obama. 


Trump had suggested he would look to Lincoln and Reagan for oratorical inspiration. 


In the end, he offered up pure Trump: severe and grandiose, plain-spoken and antagonistic, a wealthy celebrity 
pledging to carry a patriotic pitchfork on behalf of the suffering masses. 


"January 20th, 2017, will be remembered as the day the people became the rulers of this nation again," Trump said 
in the 16-minute address. "The forgotten men and women of our country will be forgotten no longer." 


He vowed, "I will fight for you with every breath in my body, and | will never ever let you down. America will start 
winning again, winning like never before. We will bring back our jobs. We will bring back our borders. We will bring 
back our wealth. And we will bring back our dreams." 


The ceremony outside the U.S. Capitol launched an unpredictable era not only for America but for the world. 


The global order is now being directed by a volatile populist with no government experience whose policy 
preferences on numerous important issues remain unknown. 


As peaceful transfers of power go, this one was especially dramatic: a cerebral progressive multilateralist, the 
country's first black leader, giving way to an instinctual white conservative populist who used bigotry to fuel his rise 
to power and sees foreign countries primarily as competitors. 


Trump said his guiding mantra would be "America first," a slogan once used by opponents of American involvement 
in the Second World War. 


He vowed to take a flame-thrower to a political "establishment" he said has led to the enrichment of the powerful 
and the devastation of others. 
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As he did during his improbable run, he portrayed America as a country in crisis - plagued by "the crime and the 
gangs and the drugs," with "rusted-out factories scattered like tombstones across the landscape" and "mothers and 
children trapped in poverty in our inner cities." 


"This American carnage stops right here and stops right now," he promised. 


More than 200,000 people, overwhelmingly Trump supporters and more than 95 per cent white, watched the event 
from a secured area on the National Mall. The crowd on the grass was not even close to the "record" attendance 
Trump had predicted on Twitter, notably sparse compared not only to Obama's historic first inauguration but also to 
his second. The crowd for the afternoon parade down Pennsylvania Ave. was even smaller, with entire rows of 
bleachers empty. 


But the people who showed up on a drizzly day were buoyant, revelling not only in the unlikely ascension of their 
candidate but in the departure of a president many of them loathe. Thousands cheered as Obama was whisked 
away by helicopter to a military base in Maryland. 


"We actually have a man in the White House now. An actual president. A leader, not a divider," said Vincent Bevan, 
30, a doorman from the Bronx. Trump, he said, has "balls." 


Thousands of protesters rallied outside the gates, calling Trump "racist," "fascist" and "illegitimate," among other 
things. A minority of the protests turned violent, with demonstrators dressed in black throwing bricks, starting fires 
and smashing store windows. More than 200 people were arrested. 


Trump - at 70, the oldest president to be sworn in for the first time - spoke of uniting a country whose political and 
racial divisions he has often attempted to exploit rather than calm. But rather than urge mutual understanding, he 
said Americans should come together by becoming more proud of their country. 


"At the bedrock of our politics will be a total allegiance to the United States of America, and through our loyalty to 
our country we will rediscover our loyalty to each other," he said. 


His rhetoric was greeted with alarm by Democrats and some conservatives. Critics said he sounded like an 
authoritarian, and they noted that statistics on everything from the economy to crime show a country that is thriving. 


Like his dire acceptance speech at the Republican convention, though, this one was aimed squarely at disillusioned 
supporters who feel left out of the narrative of prosperity and social progress. They ate it up. 


"We're in tough times because nobody's been willing to speak the truth. So he was laying it out," said Matt Raven, 
60, a retiree from Texas. "It's about time we started making some changes." 


Change came swiftly to the White House website. Gone were pages about climate change and gay rights. In was a 
paean to "law and order" in which Trump vowed to put an end to a "dangerous anti-police atmosphere in America." 


For Trump, who has spoken often about his fondness for revenge, the pomp-filled day was the ultimate moment of 
conquest. He gave his speech in front of the foes he has humbled with his gonzo campaign: the Obamas, former 
president George W. Bush, and vanquished election opponent Hillary Clinton and her husband, Bill. 


Trump takes office with an approval rating at 40 per cent or lower in most national polls, far worse than his three 
predecessors. 


And he is already embroiled in controversy: U.S. security agencies are conducting a broad investigation of his 
associates' possible links to Russia, and experts in government ethics believe his refusal to sell his company 
means he is already violating the Constitution's prohibition on receiving payments from foreign governments. 


But with Republicans in control of both the Senate and the House of Representatives, he has an opportunity to 
make big moves fast. 
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And he can reverse some of Obama's major initiatives through his own executive actions, which do not require 
congressional approval. 
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